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January-March

The herds are usually calving in the 

southern Serengeti plains where the 

grass growth is most productive and 

the nutrient contents high.

April-May

The herds start moving north 

towards the central Serengeti plains.

June-July

Splinter herds congregate in the 

western corridor and start moving 

north.

December

The migration starts moving south 

again, back into the Serengeti 

following the rains for breeding 

season.

August-September

Herds continue north towards the 

Maasai Mara. The herds must cross 

the Mara River before they reach 

Kenya’s Maasai Mara. The animals 

then continue to move backwards 

and forwards across the Mara River 

as they continue into the Maasai 

Mara.

October-November

Following the rainfalls, the migration 

continues north into the Maasai 

Mara.

The annual migration is the movement of vast numbers of wildebeest, accompanied 

by large numbers of zebra and smaller numbers of Thomson’s gazelle, eland and 

impala. They migrate throughout the year, constantly seeking fresh grazing. The 

precise timing of the Serengeti wildebeest migration is entirely dependent upon 

the rainfall patterns each year and can be very unpredictable.

The below is strictly a guideline and may differ from year to year.
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